
PRESIDENTôS LETTER
Dear Fellow Rotarians,

As we close out the summer, we do so 
with a sigh of relief. We had a success-
ful ý rst effort with our Poker Run, and 
we updated and published our latest 
membership roster, coordinated by 
Cheryl Warren. We celebrated a hilari-
ous send-off for past-president John Reyes (who, by the 
way, is almost as busy as he was during his term). We came 
together to re-commit ourselves in big and small ways, to our 
year-round endeavor, the Chili Open, under the leadership 
of Jim Karasek, General Chairman, with Steven Moore and 
Dan Riemenschneider serving as Co-chairs. We capped off 
this season with a successful Camp Cookout, led by Frank 
Horn who was assisted by former Rotarian Ellen Otto. 

While we pause to catch our breath, we are ever mindful of 
the work before us. The Avenues of Service Committee, or-
ganized by John Reyes and Doug Hausknecht, has diligently 
worked to recruit Rotarians to serve as chairpersons for the 
various committees. We are pleased to report most are up 
and functioning well. All committees could use some extra 
hands. If you have not signed up to assist on a committee, 
please inquire as to what activities might be a match for your 
interests and skills.

The month of September will also bring a visit from our 
District Governor, Joseph (Jay) Dzurilla. Among other goals 
for this year, the Akron club will be hosting the ý rst of two 
P.E.T.S (President-Elects Training Seminars) on the last 
Saturday of January. Stewart Buchanan will be the ópoint 
personô for this event. We want to present our best as we 
host the many incoming presidents from the District. Keep in 
mind, this event precedes our Chili Open by just one week!
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Earlier I noted that John Reyes is as busy as ever. One of the 
key roles he has assumed is that of Membership Chairperson. 
You will recall from my ý rst newsletter, I proposed a goal of 
three inductions per month. I am sad to report that we are not 
on target with that goal. As we have recently been reminded, 
everything is driven by the number of Rotarians we have in 
our club, including the amount of dues we pay, the number of 
people available to help out with the Chili Open, so that we 
donôt over-burden a few, and even the number of Rotarians who 
can assist with transporting our international students, Morgane 
and Pedro. The Membership Committee has a daunting task 
and they need your help. They have some initiatives in progress 
which we hope will generate more guests at our weekly meet-
ings, resulting in more people being proposed. 

Dick Farkas and those who assist him on the Program Planning 
Committee are all doing their part to provide us with interest-
ing luncheon speakers. So why come alone? Please plan to do 
your part by inviting business colleagues, church/synagogue 
members, and any other professionals with whom you interact, 
such as your attorney, minister, accountant, þ orist, banker, web-
site designer, locksmith, or mortician. If you have some names 
in mind and you would like someone to help you contact them, 
pass their names along to the Committee. Membership is the 
key to a strong club with strong ties to the community. There are 
many more civic-minded people such as you, who would make 
good Rotarians.

Finally, in the weeks to come you will be hearing more about an 
exciting and unique activity for the Spring. Stand by for details!

Yours, in the Spirit of Rotary,

Akro ta r ian
Your Membership Committee hopes to keep you well apprised of 
events during the course of the 2006-2007 Rotary Year as they
relate to our attempt to increase membership.  First, your
Committee currently consists of the following members:  John 
Reyes, Interim Chair, Charlene Corlett, Dick Farkas, Jim Merklin, 
Dan OôConnell, Dan Reimenschneider, GinaKaye Maddox, Ex
Ofý cio and Dan Sveda, Ex Ofý cio.

Your Committee is already active this Rotary Year.  John Reyes
attended the District Membership Meeting in Medina on August 5, 
2006, and has circulated the materials provided to all members of the
Committee. (They are available to anyone who would like a copy).  

In addition, the Committee held its ý rst formal meeting of the
Rotary Year on Saturday, August 19, 2006.  The meeting was,
in the words of a diplomat, full and frank in both its discussion
and conclusions.

In summary, in spite of substantial effort in bringing in new
members in the 2005-2006 year (we placed third in this Rotary 
District with 15 new members) we actually only netted 1 new
member.  While we can certainly take comfort in the fact that this 
was the ý rst Rotary Year in the past 5 that net membership has
not declined, we need to do more.

Thus, your Committee has set an aggressive goal of a net
increase in membership of 10 for the 2006-2007 Rotary Year.  
However, that will not be possible without increased support from 
the entire Club Membership.  

There are, of course, many ways you can assist.  Simply staying 
active and continuing your membership in the Club will be a
critical component in this process.  Talking to your friends in the 
Club and helping keep them involved in Club activities is critical.  
Of equal importance, however, will be working to either bring in 
new members or identify prospects for your Committee to pursue.  
Committee Members are easy to ý nd and look forward to hearing 
from you and assisting you.  Do not hesitate to use the contact 
information in your new rosters or talk with us at your earliest 
convenience.

In our next article the Committee will provide more information 
concerning how it hopes to actually obtain those 10 new (net 10) 
members.

Yours in Rotary,
John L. Reyes, Chair

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

DAVE MCGREW  October 3
BRITTEN KILLINGER October 4
RANDY WHITE  October 4
RONALD ALLAN  October 5
THOMAS FOX  October 5
JEROME WAGNER October 6
DIANE LAYNE  October 9
WILLIAM MANBY, SR. October 9
REBECCA KILLINGER October 12
P.K. CHAN   October 13
DAN REYNOLDS  October 20
BROOKS AMES  October 25
BRAD JEFFRIES  October 25
GARY OLSON  October 26

To become a booster, please send your
contribution of $25 for a one-year sponsorship;

Checks should be payable to and mailed to:
The Rotary Club of Akron

263 Millcreek Dr.  Akron, OH  44307-2217

MARILYN BUCKEY
JOHN DAILY

JOHN ECONOMOU
FRANK FIELD
GENE FIOCCA

DAVE KOLY
SCOTT STUTLER
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